
 
 

2006 NSF Workshop and Outreach Tutorials on  
 

Approximate Dynamic Programming 
 

April 3-6, 2006 
Hotel Hacienda 

Cocoyoc, Mexcico 
 
 
At the charming Hotel Hacienda in 
Mexico, we will advance the field of 
approximate dynamic programming by 
bringing together researchers and 
students from the fields of neural 
networks, operations research and 
artificial intelligence.  A major theme 
of the workshop will be 
communication – bridging the 
inevitable language barriers that arise 
when different communities work on 
similar problems.  All of the sessions 
have representatives from two or all 
three of the disciplines represented by the workshop, allowing participants to contrast how 
different communities address similar issues.  An elegant setting and relaxed pace will allow 
workshop participants to discuss ideas informally. 
 
 
Joining 40 leading researchers will be over 50 students and young professionals who will 
benefit from a series of tutorials that will help them learn the languages of approximate 
dynamic programming from the perspectives of different fields.  In addition to an invaluable 
introduction to the field, the workshop will be an opportunity to meet people who are likely 
to form the basis of a professional peer group. 
 
 
 
General Co-Chairs: 

Warren Powell, Princeton University, Powell@princeton.edu
Jennie Si, Arizona State University, si@asu.edu
 

Tutorial and Local Co-Chairs 
Francisco Cervantes Pérez, UNAM, Francisco_cervantes@cuaed.unam.mx
Nydia Lara, UNAM, nydia@aleph.cinstrum.unam.mx
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Conference Program 
 
The general organization of the workshop is as follows: 
 
Sunday, April 2  

Arrival, reception and opening remarks 
 
Monday – Wednesday, April 3-5 

Each day consists of four sessions with three speakers each.  The middle of each day 
provides for a three-hour break for lunch and two tutorials.  Students are expected to 
attend each tutorial, but these are open to the entire workshop.  For those not attending 
a tutorial on a given day, this is an opportunity to meet informally with other workshop 
attendees to exchange thoughts and ideas. 

Thursday, April 6 
Panel – What did we learn?  Panelists will be named on Wednesday afternoon.  This 
will be an opportunity to summarize what we learned and discuss future directions for 
the field. 

 
Each session consists of three speakers chosen from two and often three of the different 
disciplines represented at the workshop (“neural networks”, typically representing 
engineering, operations research and artificial intelligence).  In addition, each session has a 
theme, where the goal is to illustrate how the different disciplines approach the theme.  Each 
person will have 25 minutes to speak, providing the session chair with 10-15 minutes to 
synthesize the perspectives offered by each of the speakers. 
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